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Dance in the City: Adaptation Project
"The impetus came from Trent‘s desire to create a piece of choreography that would

connect and respond to the company’s 38 years of dance"

 Dancemakers - The Adaptation Project - Ömer K. Yükseker

Everything has been done already, in some form or another. In the words of

Goethe, “Everything has been thought of before, but the problem is to think of it again”. On this

point, Goethe and Michael Trent, artistic director of Dancemakers Centre for Creation and

choreographer of Adaptation Project, firmly agree.  Delving into Toronto dance history and the

Dancemakers video archives, Trent created Adaptation Project in response to Mitchel Rose’s

1974 choreography, Following Station Identification. In Adaptation Project, Trent uses Rose’s

choreography, and the adaptation process itself as the inspiration for his creation.    

The impetus for Adaptation Project came from Trent ‘s desire to create a piece of choreography

that would connect and respond to the company’s 38 years of dance, including a repertoire of

over one hundred Canadian and International choreographies.

Adaptation Project begins casually. Five dancers mill about the stage in warm-up gear, hoodies

and track pants, as musician Thom Gill sets up in the corner fiddling with instruments and sound

equipment. 

Throughout the performance, offstage is onstage. Along the edges of the space, the dancers

seemingly relax, peel off layers, sit down, and watch each other, adding to the casual and

personal feel of the show.  It looks as though the audience just happened upon a rehearsal, and

like a rehearsal, the show has that intimate, messy, and spontaneous, anything-can-happen

feeling about it.

Throughout Adaptation Project, the dancers shift in and out of each other’s spaces, coupling

briefly and dissolving, continuously reestablishing their relationships. At one point, Kate Holden

and Robert Abudo begin a diagonal duet. Holden’s head presses into Abudo’s back, as they move

slowly like molasses, silently supporting each other’s weight.  Suddenly, she hangs from him,
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floating as if in an alternate universe, upside down, limbs suspended; all set to Christopher

Willes’ eerie and atmospheric score performed live onstage by Thom Gill.

Throughout Adaptation Project, each performer leaves a piece of themselves in Trent’s

choreography, a residue of movement which is both personal and palpable.

Arms up and outstretched as though towards an oracle, Kamino stands transfixed as he, and

Holden, begin an intimate exchange of thoughts through movement. Grabbing wildly at the air

in front of him like a small child catching butterflies, she holds him, her arms wrapped firmly

around his chest.  Slowly, their roles shift and he clutches her as she leaps backwards, arching

towards him, her arms flailing frantically, her eyes closed.  Kamino’s presence onstage is

striking, and together he and Holden construct a precise and delicate emotional world.

The coherence of Adaptation Project is not in the movement vocabulary, form, or structure but

in the feeling.  Trent builds a surprising, yet weighted world of sensation, filled with tenderness,

confusion, poignancy and connection.  Adaptation Project is a thoughtful and intimate a series of

unfinished conversations, a re-crafting of movement belonging to other bodies from another

time.

This is dance for dancers, which, for better or for worse, has as its primary reference - itself. 

At one point, the three male dancers writhe in a pile in the corner, their bodies rolling over each

other as they cross the stage struggling to peel off each other’s clothes as they tumble.  By the

end, they are panting, exhausted, and stripped down to nothing but black boxer briefs and knee-

pads.

The Adaptation Project closes with the dancers laid out on floor, watching a back wall projection

of the original footage from Rose’s 1974 choreography.

In this moment, the gritty low-resolution archival footage acts as a time capsule,

contextualizing what the audience has just seen, the spark from which Adaptation Project was

born.

Through this interpretation, Trent picks up the thread and continues a years-long conversation. 

In a world where everyone is striving to create the newest, boldest, and most original work,

perhaps, as Trent suggests, there is a value in looking backwards, turning inward, and re-

engineering the past to inform the present in a conscious and meaningful way.

_____ 
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For more, follow us on Twitter at @torontostandard, and subscribe to our newsletter.

 

____

Related Posts

0 comments

ALSO ON TORONTO STANDARD

How Not To Be Gay 6 comments

Councillors Seek to Tame Vigi lante

By-Law Enforcer 4 comments

Your Advance Guide to Toronto's

Festival of Beer 1 comment

Toronto Announces First-Ever

Poutine Fest!  2 comments

What's this?AROUND THE WEB

Pastor Reveals 7 Shocking Biblical

Truths on Investing Moneynews

Heartburn: An Early Warning Sign of

These 4 Cancers Newsmax Health

6 Simple Tips to Help You Lose

Belly Fat Stack

Teacher at Catholic school loses job

over ex-husband's sins ArcaMax

Leave a message...

NewestNewest CommunityCommunity ⚙⚙  ⤤⤤ShareShare

No one has commented yet.

Com m ent feedr Subs cribe via  em ai l✉

0★

TweetTweet 3Like 98 Send ShareShare

THE SPRAWL CULTURE STYLE BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SPORTS FOREIGN DESK VIDEO

Most Read Most Commented Recommended

Toronto Standard on

Facebook

Toronto Standard on

Twitter

Contact

ABOUT

ADVERTISE

CONTRIBUTE

JOBS

TIPS

Social

TWITTER

FACEBOOK

FLICKR

YOUTUBE

VIMEO

RSS FEED

More

NEWSLETTER

ARCHIVES

AWARDS AND
RECOGNITION

TERMS OF SERVICE

1 What "Scale and Character" on Bathurst A…

2 Posing as a Tourist on the City Sightsee…

3 Only God Forgives and the Merits of Push…

4 Why Is the September Issue Still a Thing…

The Blackberry Edition
Download our

Blackberry app

today.

COPYRIGHT © 2013 TORONTO STANDARD MEDIA COMPANY LIMITED
TORONTO STANDARD

FEATURES ADAPTIVE DESIGN

http://www.torontostandard.com/archive/art-and-design
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/dance-in-the-city-dance-at-the-toronto-fringe-festival
http://www.torontostandard.com/archive/art-and-design
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/dance-in-the-city-1
http://www.torontostandard.com/archive/art-and-design
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/luminato-playing-cards-with-robert-lepage
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.torontostandard.com%2Fculture%2Fhow-not-to-be-gay%3A69d3g4a72orTx_6j4KnSisD-kxM&imp=4vfdn991g86d5l&forum_id=734286&forum=torontostandard&thread_id=657623885&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=1462899756&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.torontostandard.com%2Farticle%2Fcouncilors-seek-to-tame-vigilante-by-law-enforcer%3A7TeMvYpMt9tAFOUq194DV36OU_8&imp=4vfdn991g86d5l&forum_id=734286&forum=torontostandard&thread_id=657623885&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=1484639967&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.torontostandard.com%2Fculture%2Fyour-advance-guide-to-torontos-festival-of-beer%3ATITnTsj4cjGYpjJ-ALVh-WWKVko&imp=4vfdn991g86d5l&forum_id=734286&forum=torontostandard&thread_id=657623885&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=1488857584&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.torontostandard.com%2Farticle%2Fpoutinefest%3Ak0kwlih99n7re8LkD6_ojFhmkek&imp=4vfdn991g86d5l&forum_id=734286&forum=torontostandard&thread_id=657623885&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=1502646911&zone=internal_discovery
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/dance-in-the-city-adaptation-project#
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.moneynews.com%2FMKTNews%2FFinancial-bible-Hyman%2F2013%2F07%2F08%2Fid%2F513894%2F%3Fpromo_code%3D141BA-1%3At_VJ_OiI8ilNmTpeXPmbe3B9WaQ&imp=4vfdn991g86d5l&forum_id=734286&forum=torontostandard&thread_id=657623885&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&zone=promoted_discovery&advertisement_id=79657&brand=Moneynews&headline=Pastor%20Reveals%207%20Shocking%20Biblical%20Truths%20on%20Investing
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmaxhealth.com%2FMKTNews%2FHeartburn-Cancer-Warning-Signs%2F2013%2F07%2F26%2Fid%2F517268%2F%3Fpromo_code%3D14517-1%3AZZ6RB0pw0n9pd--I1sK_I6ZvnYs&imp=4vfdn991g86d5l&forum_id=734286&forum=torontostandard&thread_id=657623885&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&zone=promoted_discovery&advertisement_id=83459&brand=Newsmax%20Health&headline=Heartburn%3A%20An%20Early%20Warning%20Sign%20of%20These%204%20Cancers
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stack.com%2F2013%2F06%2F27%2Flose-belly-fat-3%2F%3Fcampaign_id%3Ddisqus.stack.1%3AZEkFs7vWlw2xSVKn9FT7zT7093s&imp=4vfdn991g86d5l&forum_id=734286&forum=torontostandard&thread_id=657623885&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&zone=promoted_discovery&advertisement_id=78061&brand=Stack&headline=6%20Simple%20Tips%20to%20Help%20You%20Lose%20Belly%20Fat
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.arcamax.com%2Freligiousnews%2Fs-134226%3Fsource%3Ddisqus%3A285e_BI7LXSc1g9EvWzIL7I98iY&imp=4vfdn991g86d5l&forum_id=734286&forum=torontostandard&thread_id=657623885&major_version=midway&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Atempest%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&zone=promoted_discovery&advertisement_id=75177&brand=ArcaMax&headline=Teacher%20at%20Catholic%20school%20loses%20job%20over%20ex-husband's%20sins
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/dance-in-the-city-adaptation-project#
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/dance-in-the-city-adaptation-project#
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/dance-in-the-city-adaptation-project#
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/dance-in-the-city-adaptation-project#
http://disqus.com/
http://torontostandard.disqus.com/toronto_standard_265/latest.rss
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/dance-in-the-city-adaptation-project#
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/dance-in-the-city-adaptation-project#
http://www.twitter.com/torontostandard
http://www.torontostandard.com/business/business/newsletter/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.torontostandard.com%2Fculture%2Fdance-in-the-city-adaptation-project&text=Dance%20in%20the%20City%3A%20Adaptation%20Project%20%7C%20Toronto%20Standard&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.torontostandard.com%2Fculture%2Fdance-in-the-city-adaptation-project&via=TorontoStandard
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.torontostandard.com%2Fculture%2Fdance-in-the-city-adaptation-project
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/dance-in-the-city-adaptation-project#
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/dance-in-the-city-adaptation-project#
http://www.torontostandard.com/the-sprawl
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture
http://www.torontostandard.com/style
http://www.torontostandard.com/business
http://www.torontostandard.com/
http://www.torontostandard.com/technology
http://www.torontostandard.com/sports
http://www.torontostandard.com/foreign-desk
http://www.torontostandard.com/video
https://www.facebook.com/torontostandard
https://twitter.com/#!/torontostandard
http://www.torontostandard.com/page/about
http://www.torontostandard.com/page/advertise
http://www.torontostandard.com/page/contribute
http://www.torontostandard.com/page/jobs
http://www.torontostandard.com/page/tips
https://www.twitter.com/#!/torontostandard
https://www.facebook.com/torontostandard
http://www.flickr.com/photos/torontostandard
http://www.youtube.com/torontostandard
http://www.vimeo.com/torontostandard
http://feeds.feedburner.com/Toronto_Standard_feed
http://www.torontostandard.com/page/newsletter
http://www.torontostandard.com/archive
http://www.torontostandard.com/page/awards
http://www.torontostandard.com/page/terms
http://www.torontostandard.com/the-sprawl/what-scale-and-character-are-we-protecting-on-bathurst-exactly
http://www.torontostandard.com/the-sprawl/all-aboard-the-magical-toronto-tourist-bus
http://www.torontostandard.com/culture/only-god-forgives-and-the-merits-of-pushing-at-the-edges-of-acceptability
http://www.torontostandard.com/style/why-is-the-september-issue-still-a-thing
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/43445?lang=en
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/43445?lang=en

